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identk11! 1crm11 lbtt were U$cd in dl{fem,1 periods 
for desisJwing r~hcr dilfmM o~ 11nd in lhc: 
samc manner fomc1imc~ ditfcrero icom wm used 
ror dcs:illJ'llóline: ,1te 8lfl)C ob;ool. The subjootMty of 
tbc: MIJ'Mot'S in sucb • sensltlve fletd. si~\'fl tM- .::-1.• 
~enitioo a.o<! b)'P('tbole l.bat OOll)é'IUIIC!I ,¡um,und!; 
d~ dcsa-ipdun uf 1111 .upcm oí warhre iocl!)(iing 
COu'lb<it bdw.:cu an:nie:c, dud$ :ai,d l)l'<ll1\incnt tclOt"ll 

Í11 tlll!• (,eld of ..,.w, and king$ and oobilit)•, is Ol'lll100>'I 
Ítl11J)Of1.$1'lí:I:. n- ~ al,;o an i.n.hc«ul lin1iwl<m in 
lhe deioo11Slnx:tion oí ilollCb ac.:ou~dw ltel.'th ti) be 
C\-.Ju•ood C8f\'fuUy llll "'-e.JI, 11ncl the pro~ imthl,)f• 
ity or lbusc m;i,:,n$ClTipc 11111hon to wri~ compct,:atfy 
abaut dc:mcncs rtlal:ir,g 10 lhc mllrtial cult"'" of dlC 
rele,•.1111 period sbould abo be 111kco int-0 eoruiler-
11rio11, F'o, entnplc dtc tremcndous imp11e1 fcm:e$ 
d~1b,.'d by iiumc Pe~ m11m.n~•.,lp1s ~ :udin¡ 
"''lllf 1nacd = only be in1C1pretcd as pot1k ex11g. 
gera.tionii mmn1 10 )end weit;:ht 10 ~ wrinen ~ 
eóllffll. A TOOn¡ the mo«: sptt:i6c woth witb O\~ 

nmrtial tlt,coies. weh ai ~ tmui ~ nlxnit arc:hery 
end swords. one might specul~. bl.sed 011 J,omol, 
os.r. 'll.'!1111 bilppem; il) the m11rtial trctdses oí othcr 
colture,,,_ ifno cOflOCl;hncru. coold exhc. úr 11, !eJ$t • 
m:ISking of mani~t knowiodgt.. TI~ pmth,c1ion o( 
tlle filmed C1UCible sceel oould !);:. a good e.ulllJ)lc: 
of fil;$ • 1bc l)('l)etioc of eotl«-almtnl. derived from 
lhe nccc~ it)' to h.idt-die men.tion,:d knowledgc: ftoot 
possible °' tttl i:c,rnÜes. 

Si1nil#ly, (lite can aElr. \lP 10 what poitlt undent 
l"cr.1:hm wll!TI(I~ rc,spected • cspcclaUy in tffl\C$ oí 
"'-'al • thc wnl'.rio, codex °' ju,imnimdi 1o "''hicb the 
nwnu1cripq, ~ f«, To IMkt la com¡mri"'WIO, thi$ time 
ttiipcctinz fNlsklth, the Ciu~ eudex of J11p1.1oese 
w.uriar$, the Norüi Atflcrian hi~1uriau O . Cwru:coo 
H111'$t (1990: SJ7) pOÍllts 0 111 llu.1 "{rtfacl, Q.tle ()j thr 
fN,f)fl l!'01thling pmbll'»lr ()f r~ p~11 &u is thc. 
11ppt1,wu diJrn.'P'ffl'l)• ~1Wtt11 rht m,m-~ IN}1tu 
1-~ t.'(1M ~(11g Jht 5WWrai /,1'1 prat;l/t-e 
loyal,y o,u/ 1~ oll-roo-wmmQJ\ ;11diknt6 Qj d!slo,'­
alty i,;ltk/1 >'(l(:ktd ~YJI JapM,:,~ ._.-m.-.io,- life. 
J ... J This Is n Nante nd.rl~r ef amlll'IJltJ' 11i<Jr ú 

.J)'itffll Qf 1klf111(Ni1-t> ~thir.s dt!:rcrl~ °" actuol fe/d 
Q;f ~i-'i<Mi,.~. 1he dea:m~ion of lbc lUustra, 
UOc'S d1ál IICOllmpuly 11t1: lcltU (}f (be. i1llltluseripts ¡, 
an ,::<.Ctcisc th~t «nics a f1tlr oumbo:r of 1hc limita• 
tiuns; fM"ltioocd p1eviou8ly. Up tc1 wlt;u point doe~ 
tbc ilh.1s1n1w rt6ee1 ru.nbt-nlklllty the exec1>1ion of 
• cer111in l#loo 1<..'eMk¡w:- ( fm exnmp)e, 10 hil wi1b 
d:ic lance 1111<1 dhniatint lbe riwl), 1111d 10 wiw, ~ tml 
<loes it oonslsi of 1m. enslJffilliOTI (rc:produei.t'IS, a 
\\'tfflOC' .. ílying póerccd" ovcr 1he bead of the. atluck• 
a-} desi,¡;ucxl 1(1 eUcit • $C11Sadoa of surprisc in lhe 
f\"ildcr, nlld lbe $ubseque11C adontion or 111)~1ifn.. 
tio:in o:if the bo:to ot tlit. dbo:ri~d d«-df? Sboukl onc 

mbdify th,: iii:.o:, or !he fnrm o( lhe Wl)S o, $bovld 
~ invent ami,; u • means 10 test d>e exprcss:ive 
~ dekn1le!d in tho illuscmted aooowits o, fl/lt• 
r.ttionir W"hat 1''Cl'C th.c m:tisdc eo1wffl1Klns of thc 
period thnt led. for c:wuplc~ 10 tbe '-''o.id~ o(n:p­

mc:nring oombat lll whkb two riv11b wcrc figbtil'IJ 
on the ground? 

M Pol:inkotT{l987: 33) mciulons f'fJAling 1o lbe 
d;ais5QI G:r«:k paind~ al!Jdi:ng to 111, ,rrm:d oom• 
l>.1$, thc: laek c,f cnmb&t $CCIICS depic(i~ fflt. fight. 
ir,g on the groond CM 10 • gtt3t í:~lcnt be &1tril:"11cd 
t0 me ~thclic oouveru:ious aiuJ ili,c, rcp~coulion 
úf tbc, pcriod. He dcscnbt:, lbi~ COOV(t)lioll dear­
ly: "lbe O'o'etO.'htlming majoricy of tbe wn:,cbng 
$«:11(8 in Cm.•,:k. m del»CI !he sUU'lditig ¡»nx oí t,he 
boot. prim1uily lxuuse Ot'I 1M c:on,~lineal n11tm:c 
or tb) twc pnintioa, whicb tuake.1 1be lar¡t$t body 
of th,:. ,·iirunl C'l'idmcc. Ground wn"Ulina: $Cene$ rc­
qutre" liOIMI nwscs oí coloring, fil! lbe $pnee '™ cf• 
Geicndy, nncl pose probkm." in pcn;poe1ive, {Signlli• 
cantly, dlC)' are ki111 omnmoo (ot' p1mkratio11 1ba.1 -.-e 
might expee1. given tbe impon.atiee of ¡;ro11M 11crioo 
¡" tl1a1 lfN)rt.). Tbe 11csil!eties or the iiport ~Y 11lso 
\lndcrline thii ptde,etiet fo, &picting thc wrestlel'S 
uprigh1. Su.11ding wrcnlmg ¡irQl:»1,ly rq,rese!Med 
lbo pure1' foo.n ofthe trt (he cxccution of 9 ekUI. 
dcciiii\'e ,h.row withoul fl.'COUflC 10 &er•ntbliug ou 
thc eround - lh& wm tbe e!cmd:YI dw.t &0-0bviou!<ly 
impcemd l'latu (m chap, 6)" 

A u mit.v c«i,Jdcrntioa 1ni.t,h1 h10-e been JMt$­
en1 in the use of tite: ilh:i~raOOl\'S in Per$i~ manu­
,-c:ri~ 

Therefore. cbc ~bel-l'.IOCd, to u~ 11 cypol0$f 
uf VllriOU& and eotnpleinonlllt)· Wllrt)CS with v.•bidi 
OOt' OtJtlld uocntln ttld ,'Crify the daJu obcai.000 U'I 
hit in'l'CSti&atloas, ln the c011rsc o( dti8 e.xcn,:I~. lhei 
1~ thM !he •uthor N:$ worked wlth pri11u:y mun:e5. 
a1111Jyd~ dh~ l)'J)eS of'fc.,¡tual ami grapb.ic,I cloc· 
urncnts (cpie scories. pclÍod l'tiiiory boob. popular 
5tOñc$. 11ntho)ogies, joumcy 11ccuunts, mi}iwy ltt8· 
luc~ CIC,), Mld al thc ~11~ ~. ()(IIIU&Sting lhcn, 
• •ith mu, ,md .,,....°' cx.lilting in mu11C1,11r,s Md priva1tc 
oc:,ll~s rcptt~i.b ai iqlf'O'IUIICII( in the overall 
levd of rtSeard, (In tl-.,c 1n.iditional Po:l'SiM muti11l 
a:ru. Mancmcbchr Mosblogb Kbor!Wln.i h11i rc.ili«>d 
llut fl.'lial)ly and: efl'e«ively. Thiil erncilll wodt in thc 
fllffll oí a lexicon situalt$ ami cl111$ifi« a va)" t;,;1<..'ft­
si\'e \'()Cal.,Ql~ry regantill$ thc Persilm ma.nial culturt, 
f11eiti111tiq ics uodtrSfAflding 11nd e&t&blisbing a ba.1e 
ÍOI' opcnin¡ I\C'\' Jii,e;¡ of re.se11reh alld developmtnL 
An)Ong dtc: oew linci oí rc:scardi 1bM it ,mkes pu~ 
siblc is ltlat ot· !be J!«.lPC1 f'C\'i\'tl a,id r«:rc3.tiun oí 
ttadltioruil Pcl'$)M m11nial 11119. 

lkclll,lSe l))llfÚII aetlvity h:ii been II ce.nJIAI elc-­
mcllf c,f P<niM wltuK .. a l'f:,(:m:hc,í mnrtill fflS re-

... fllliillilp ..... __ .._;-ca -=----~~ __ ..,..,,.,.,. 
X CtlWfflCI• 

• .,n.w­
-•-C•l\«'la 
¡¡.,r, 1 a lne-t. ---~ 
~ A. re 

lltnl.•&c; 
~,caw; 
IIL Ci C.mix:a --~l ---· a-::t.JU.Ur W-dM-J .,___,,., ----
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