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Carlos Gutiérrcz Ga rcía' , Mikcl Pérc1. Gutiérrc1. 1, J avier Bricva Ortega2 
1 
Facul1;)(1 de Cicnci11s de la Activid11d Plsita y del Dep<>rte. Univl.'rsidad de León (Spain) 2 
Oircc((l( oílV Progr11mme Ci11t11.r6n Neg,.o, ¡rrv -Málsga (Sp.iin) 

FIFTY YEARS OF J\,JARTIAL ARTS PERIODICALS PUBLISHEI> 
lN SPAlN 

Kty wonk martial arts l:Usto1y, bihliographic description, cataloguing, corltcnt analysis, ly­
pologies 

Spccia liied j oum als nrc an important mediu for lhe diffusion of lhc martial :u1s (MA) culture 
and imagc. Morcovcr. 1he)' offor grem possibilities to MA historfans ancl sociologisLo; duc 10 thcir pc­
•·iodicity, in oontrilst 10 other iníormntion sourccs like books., fílms or cvcn oral sour<:c.s. This study 
prcscnL:- :1 prelinairnuy catalogue. of ít-•1A journols publi.shcd in Spain, dctails thc niain bibliographic 
dcscription clements of thcsc joumals, <Uld brieíly desicribc.s their main eonlcnts.. A classilication of 
MAjoumals according lo this a.nalysi.s is nlso providcd. 

11,c Sludy wns b.'t.Scd on Jnvicr Drie.va►s (joumal_iS1 and ve1cran Qr ma,·tial artist) personal ar­
chives and scveral bibliogmphic databa.ses of Spain likc thc National Library C~1taloguc, lhc Public 
Librarics Caialoguc and thc Univc:at'Sity Lib1·aril-s Cat,doguc. llic j ourn.als found in chis search wcrc 

then revicwcd, nnalyzcd and classified. Only som-c issues of <.'.llch publicn1ion ,vcre analy:tcd duc 10 dtt 
hugc amouni of cxistingjournal.s.. 

The rcsull$ show a ,vholc of apprúximatcly 60 MA joumals fron1 1961 (ycar of publication of 
Ac111a/idadeJ Jud,> (Judo Currélll ~ffah-;r], thc first MA j oumal publishl-d in Spain) to prcsent-day. 

PcmHtnencc a.nd frc,1uency of f\•1A journals i.s ex-trcmely w1riílble, lrúm El JJudoka í11,e 811dr>ka) 
( 1972-2009, 38 years. 393 issues) to thc unique issuc of Ta1a111i (1978). According tC> thcir contents 
and 1ypology lhc MA joumnls publishcd in Sp.iin cnn be classificd in cwo moin groups: a) Fcdcrntivc, 
pscudo-fodémtivc or associative joumals., -cclitcd by diffcrcn1 fedcrations, institutions or poopfc linkcd 
to thosc fcderations/asSO<!iations. The main conlcnts in thesc joumals are currc,u ncws (c-0mpctition 
restahs, fcdcrative news., intcrviews. etc.) a.nd infomiative articlcs about the MA 1>romoted by that fed­
cration/association (e.i . j udo. ktu .. Jte); b) rnarke1-oricn1cd joumals.. on ~le in kiosks and bookshops. 

with gcneral-intcrcst (MA in g~ncral) or spccializl"-0 (one or sevcral MA in particular) contents, Usu­
aUy. infornmtivc aniclos and current new$ .irc combin-cd in tfo.:sc j ournals with ve,y d iflCrcut dcgrecs 
,md b •e ls of de1>th dcpc11ding on thc editorial policy of 1ho jourual. In a lesser cxtc:nt thcre are al.so 
c;xamples of other typcs oi"MAjournals. like scic-ntific-tcc.:.hnique joumali. or j oumal)> foc.usc.'d 0 11 1'é.le­

VMt people ofthe MA. 

Finally. it could be said tl\at m:my initiiuivcs fbr the publica1ion of MA jou111als lmvc been im­
plememed from the 1960s. nhhough thc--sc initiativés hnve seldom consolidated 11fong lhe time. 1:-or che 
undcrstandini of 1his foc1, it should b<: taJ.:cn into ac.:wunt both interna! (lack of inslitutional support. 
spcdalizcd staff. cte .) and e.xtcmal (diffieulty for gl.!lting éel1itin eoo.tomic profüability duc to tJ1c grcat 
specilic.i1y ofdle se.vcral MA M d sc.hools) fattors. 
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